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Draft Minutes of 

PENRITH TOWN COUNCIL 
Held virtually via video conference on  

Monday 30 November 2020, at 6.00 p.m.  

 

PRESENT 
Cllr Jackson North Ward Cllr Knaggs West Ward 

Cllr Davies  West Ward Cllr Lawson Carleton Ward 

Cllr Donald North Ward Cllr M Shepherd North Ward 

Cllr Fallows East Ward Cllr Shepherd East Ward 

Cllr Hawkins East Ward Cllr Snell West Ward 

Cllr Kenyon North Ward   
 

 

 

Services and Contracts Manager 

Deputy Town Clerk  

Solicitor  

Economic Development Officer 
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Draft MINUTES 

VIRTUAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING  

MONDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2020 
 

PTC20/79 Apologies for Absence 

Members received apologies from Cllrs Clark and Kenyon. Cllr Kenyon joined the 

meeting at 19.10 hours.  

Cllrs Burgin and S Clarke have a dispensation given under Minute PTC20/25 due to 

connectivity issues.  

PTC20/80 Confirmation of the Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Receive and approve minutes of meetings 

Members were asked to approve the minutes for Virtual Full Council held on 28 

September 2020 as a true and accurate record and agree they be signed as such, 

when permissible, by the Chair of the meeting. 

RESOLVED THAT: 

The minutes be approved and signed as a true and accurate record and they be signed 

as such, when permissible, by the Chair of the meeting. 

PTC20/81 Public Participation and Representations 

a) Public representations 

The Chair informed the meeting that no questions, petitions, representations or 

statements were received in advance of the meeting from members of the public.  

b) Representations from District and County Councillors 

 

Eden District Councillors: 

Cllr Lawson read out a statement on behalf of Councillor Holden which thanked the 

Council for the work at Fairhill, raised concerns about speeding traffic on Beacon Edge, 

reported that a new footpath is being installed at White Ox Way; that work on the 

Persimmon site has halted until the spring of 2021;  that planning approval has been 

granted for housing development at White Ox Way and reported that the defibrillator 

on Drovers Lane had gone missing.  

Cllr Taylor informed the meeting of the current local government reorganisation plans 

and position within Eden and Cumbria.  

County Councillors:  

Cllr Bell informed the meeting of concerns with speeding traffic on Beacon Edge and 

wished for consideration to be given in the future as to where children living within the 

town centre can play.  

 



c) Representations from District and County Councillors continued 

 

Cllr Carrick informed the meeting that traffic monitoring had been undertaken on 

Beacon Edge, consultation was commencing on improvements to the highway at the 

Scotland Road, Inglewood Road junction and referred to local government 

reorganisation.  

PTC20/82 Declaration of Interests and Requests for 

Dispensations 

a) Dispensations for virtual meetings 

Members noted that further to resolution PTC20/25 agreed on 13 July, Councillors 

Burgin, M. Clark, S. Clarke, Fallows and C. Shepherd had applied for a dispensation 

that expires on the 13 January 2021. These applications had been accepted by the 

Clerk to the Council who had authority to grant dispensations under section 33(1) of 

the Localism Act 201, the basis being set out under section 33(2). The dispensation 

was valid until 12 January 2021. The individual dispensations would be retained on file. 

Having accepted these dispensations, the Council would thereafter accept apologies 

from these Members for failing to attend because of contraction of Covid-19, 

inadequate equipment, connectivity, or other technical reasons and if their apologies 

were not received prior to the meeting, their dispensation would prevent their 

disqualification. Members were asked to note that National Association of Local 

Council’s (NALC) legal team have advised the Council that this approach was 

satisfactory. 

b) Dispensations Extension 

Members were asked to consider extending the Dispensations period for individual 

Members who are unable to join virtual meetings.  

RESOLVED THAT: 

i. The Dispensation period approved by Council resolution PTC20/25 agreed on 13 

July allowing Members who are unable to join virtual meetings, due to illness or 

for technical reasons or where there is good reason for non-attendance be 

extended for a further six months from the 13 January 2021.  

ii. Members who apply for a dispensation under the terms of the motion would be 

granted dispensation on completion of a Dispensation Form.  

c) Declarations of interest of any disclosable pecuniary or other 

registrable interests 

Members were asked to receive any declarations of interest of any disclosable 

pecuniary or other registrable interests relating to any items on the agenda for this 

meeting. Declarations of Interest were received from: 

• Cllr Shepherd declared an interest in item 19 The Slow Ways Project as he is a 

member of the Penrith Ramblers Association.  

PTC20/83 Excluded: Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 

1960 
Members were informed that there were no items to be considered in private session. 

 



PTC20/84 Chair’s Report 
Members received a report from the Chair outlining that he had attended the opening 

of the Fairhill Playground and recently represented the Council at the Penrith 

Remembrance Day event. He encouraged people to shop local.  

PTC20/85 Reports from Members 
i. Cllr Davies reported that he had attended the Rural Services Market Towns 

group meeting and attended the Cumbria in Bloom awards. He requested that 

the latest Omega Proteins update be included with the Minutes.  

ii. Cllr Donald reported that he had attended the visit from the High Sherriff of 

Cumbria, the CALC Nature Recovery event and the question and answer session 

with the Police and Crime Commissioner.  

iii. Cllr Knaggs reported that Arts and Cultural Strategy work had commenced and 

stakeholders were meeting.  

iv. Cllr Shepherd reported that he was now the Vice Chair of the Coronation 

Gardens Group. 

v. Cllr Snell reported that she presented to Eden District Council Planning 

Committee in favour of the development of housing at White Ox Way.  

There were no further reports from Members regarding meetings they had attended as 

representatives of the Town Council. 

 

PTC20/86 Resolutions Report 
Members received and noted the written report. 

 

 

PTC20/87 Neighbourhood Plan and Penrith Parking and 

Movement Study 
Members received and noted the oral report from Cllr Knaggs as the Lead Member. He 

reported that Eden District Council had completed the Regulation 16 Consultation on 

the draft Neighbourhood Develoment Plan and they would collate responses 

received.  Mr John Slater has been jointly appointed as the Independent Planning 

Inspector who will examine the draft plan, consider the responses received, carry out 

any visits he feels he needs to make and talk to those he needs to in order to clarify 

any points.  The Council awaits a date when the Inspector will be commencing work. 

Members received and noted the oral report from the Economic Development Officer as 

the Lead officer for the Penrith Parking and Movement Study. It was reported that the 

Penrith Parking and Movement Study was now complete and that an implementation 

group had been convened to take the study forward.  

 

PTC20/88 Newton Rigg 
Members received and noted the oral report from Cllr Knaggs as the Lead Member, 

who reported that the Education Commissioner had invited Expressions of Interest 

from interested parties which, if approved, would be invited to go forward to develop 

Business Plans. The Land Based Strategy Group is working with partners to develop 

bids and there are reasons to be optimistic.  

 



PTC20/89 Devolution  
Members considered the report and recommendations. 

Moved by Councillor Lawson 

Seconded by Councillor Jackson 

 

That: 

 

i. The Council approves that the assets listed in paragraph 1.8 be considered for 

devolution to the Town Council.  

ii. The Council re-submits an expression of interest to Eden District Council 

requesting the devolution of the assets.  

iii. That the Expression of Interest goes on record and is submitted to Cumbria 

County Council and to One Public Estate 

(https://www.local.gov.uk/onepublicestate) 

Amendment by Councillor Davies 

Seconded by Councillor Jackson 

 

that:  

 

i. The Council approves that the assets listed in the report be considered for 

devolution to the Town Council with the addition to include space at the Business 

Parks and Voreda House.  

ii. The Council re-submits an expression of interest to Eden District Council 

requesting the devolution of the assets.  

iii. That the Expression of Interest goes on record and is submitted to Cumbria 

County Council and to One Public Estate. 

On being put to the vote the amendment was carried and became the substantive 

motion whereby it was 

RESOLVED THAT 

i. The Council approves that the assets listed in the report be considered for 

devolution to the Town Council with the addition to include space at the Business 

Parks and Voreda House.  

ii. The Council re-submits an expression of interest to Eden District Council 

requesting the devolution of the assets.  

iii. That the Expression of Interest goes on record and is submitted to Cumbria 

County Council and to One Public Estate. 

PTC20/90 Updated Pandemic Emergency Plan  
Members considered the updated Pandemic Emergency Plan.  

 

RESOLVED THAT: 

i. The updated Pandemic Emergency Plan be approved.  

ii. Cllrs Snell, Donald and Kenyon’s contact details be passed to Cumbria County 

Council should there be a service and requirement to contact lonely or 

vulnerable people via the telephone.  

https://www.local.gov.uk/onepublicestate


PTC20/91 Matters from Finance Committee 
Members were asked to ratify the matters a) to d) as approved by Finance Committee 

and note matter e) as noted by the Finance Committee. 
 

RESOLVED THAT: 

The following matters a) to d) approved by the Finance Committee be ratified and 

matter e) be noted. 

a) Bank Reconciliation 

The bank reconciliations as of 30 September 2020 and 31 October 2020. 

b) Budgetary Control Statement 2020/21 31 August 2020 

The budgetary control statement for the period to 31 October 2020.  

c) Photocopier 

The purchase of a new office photocopier that prints 32 pages per minute, funded from 

the Information Technology Budget.  

 

d) Cornmarket Bandstand  

Ratify that:  

i. The hire fee for the Board and Elbows use of the Cornmarket Bandstand area in 

2020 be waived.  

ii. The hire fee for all uses of the Cornmarket Bandstand be waived up to the 31 

March 2021.  

iii. The Services and Contracts Manager be given delegated authority to approve the 

permission for use of the Cornmarket Bandstand area for the remainder of 2020 

and through 2021, and a list of uses up to the 31 March 2021 be reported to 

Finance Committee.  

e) Footway Lighting Bowscar  

Electricity North Wests plans to undertake works affecting the footway lighting in 

Bowscar are in abeyance.  

 

PTC20/92 Penrith in Bloom  
The Chair expressed the Council’s thanks and appreciation for 2020 Penrith in Bloom 

projects and asked Members to note that the Town Council had received the Royal 

Horticultural Society and Cumbria in Bloom Certificate on Recognition in 2020.  

 

PTC20/93 Restoration of the Historic Milestone Carleton Road 
Members considered the report and determined whether to make a financial 

contribution to the restoration of the historic milestone on Carleton Road.  

RESOLVED THAT: 

The Council approves a grant of £125 payable to the Milestone Society for the costs to 
restore the historic milestone on Carleton Road, Penrith funded from the Town Projects 

budget.  



 

PTC20/94 Standards Matter 2: Public Consultation and Public 

Sector Survey 
Members considered the report and the recommendations within.  

RESOLVED THAT: 

i. The Council noted the content of the report, and  

ii. The Council authorised for officers to prepare and circulate a draft response to 

Councillors based upon the questions set out in the report and submit a 

response subject to the feedback received by the deadline of 04 December 2020.  

PTC20/95 Land at Thacka Beck  
Members considered the report and the recommendations within.  

RESOLVED THAT: 

i. The Council noted that the ownership of the land at Thacka Beck has transferred 
to the Council, and  

ii. The Council authorised the Solicitor to finalise the Grant of Easement with 
Northern Gas Networks and for it to be signed on behalf of the Council by the 
Council Chair and Vice Chair. 

 

PTC20/96 External Bodies 
Members considered the report and the recommendations within.  
 

RESOLVED THAT: 

i. The Terms of Reference for the Penrith Town Working Group, Stakeholder 
Group and Project Groups be noted.  

ii. Cllr Davies be nominated as the Member representative on the Rural Market 
Town Group and that Cllr Snell be the standing deputy.  

iii. Cllr Kenyon, the Economic Development Officer and Deputy Town Clerk 

represent the Council on the multi body Project Review Group (PRG), Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) for Penrith to appraise and 

direct the progress of the project. 
iv. Members noted the guidance for the Council’s representation to external bodies. 

 

PTC20/97 Motion from Cllr Knaggs Supporting the Slow Ways 

Project 
Members considered a motion from Cllr. Knaggs requesting that the Council supports 

the Slows Ways Project.  

RESOLVED THAT: 

The Council supports the Slow Ways Project, and 
i. Promotes the Slow Ways Project within Penrith and the Eden Valley in order to 

encourage groups and individuals to get involved. 
ii. Posts information on the Town Council website and social media pages. 

iii. Issues a press release to the Cumbria Local, Cumberland & Westmoreland 
Herald, News & Star, Cumbria Crack and the Newsquest group. 
 

 



PTC20/97 Motion from Cllr Knaggs Supporting the Slow Ways 

Project, continued 
iv. Writes to Cumbria County Council and Eden District Council seeking 

their support for the Slow Ways Project and to use their influence to get 

volunteers signed up and involved. 
v. Sends the press statements to local community groups such as the Penrith 

Ramblers, Cumbria Action for Sustainability (CAFS), Penrith Action for 

Community Transition (PACT) and the Zero Carbon Cumbria Partnership (ZCCP). 
vi. Works with Parish Councils in the neighbouring settlements to promote the 

project.  

 

PTC20/98 Eden District Council Strategic Housing and Economic 

Needs Assessment Consultation  
Members noted that Eden District Council are undertaking a Strategic Housing and 
Economic Needs Assessment Consultation. Eden District Council has committed to 

undertake an early review of its Local Plan, and in doing so, it will be 
commissioning/preparing a number of evidence based documents to inform and assist 
the preparation of the Local Plan for the period 2020 – 2040. The consultation is the 

first evidence based document to be prepared and is key to setting out the number 
(and type) of new dwellings and employment land that will be needed in Eden to 2040. 

Members were reminded that a draft response had been circulated prior to the 
meeting. 
 

RESOLVED THAT: 

Members should return their comments on the draft response by Friday 4 December 

2020 so that a corporate response can be submitted to Eden District Council by Friday 

11 December 2020.  

 

PTC20/99 Next Meeting  
Members noted that the next meeting is scheduled for 25 January 2021 at 6.00pm, 

Unit 2, Church House, 19-24 Friargate, Penrith Cumbria, CA11 7XR or that the meeting 

may be convened on this date via video conferencing.  

 

Private Session 
There were the no items in this Part of the Agenda 

 

 

CHAIR:  

 

 

DATE: 

 

 



 

 
FOR THE ATTENTION OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Copies of the agenda are available for members of the public to inspect prior to the meeting.  

Agenda and Part I reports are available on the Town Council website: 

 

www.penrithtowncouncil.co.uk 

 

Background Papers 

Requests for the background papers to the Part I reports, excluding those papers that contain exempt 

information, can be made to the Town Clerk address overleaf between the hours of 9.00 am and 3.00 pm, 

Monday to Wednesday via office@penrithtowncouncil.co.uk. 

 

http://www.penrithtowncouncil.co.uk/
mailto:office@penrithtowncouncil.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


